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Society: Book Review: The Florida Guide

THE FLORIDA GUIDE
Florida, A Guide to the Southernmost State. New
York. Oxford University Press. 1939. $2.50.
This substantial volume of 600 pages is a product
of the Federal Writers’ Project, Works Progress
Administration. It was compiled by the local units
throughout Florida with continuous supervision and
editing by the headquarters staff in Jacksonville,
and all under the direction of Dr. Carita Doggett
Corse.
The result is worth the large amount of time and
labor put on its preparation, for the need was great
and it has been well met. The many thousands of
facts and items of miscellaneous information cover
what the tourist and uninformed resident will
probably most want to know. No longer must
the stranger wander idly about the State unless
he wishes to. Here is the greater part of the whole
before him and he can choose, go where he will,
and the Guide will prompt him on the way and
answer his most likely questions when he gets there.
The book is of today, yet the past is touched on
here and there, and there is also a division of a
few pages on history-but enough, and rightly, to
suggest further inquiry to those who may be interested. Some errors have crept into this portion,
but they are unimportant to the causal inquirer.
Half of the volume consists of twenty-two carefully planned tours which cover the entire State.
This is the main purpose of the book and is its
most successful part.
In its planning, which was mostly well-done, there
was the temptation to wander from its field and to
try to make the volume a Florida encyclopedia.
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This is shown by the inclusion of a chapter on
literature, which might well have been limited to
a word on the most important books relating to
Florida. Two stanzas of “The Earliest Known
Poem on Florida” are quoted from this Quarterly
-verses from Shakespeare’s time and reminiscent
of the best of his songs; and though nothing but
the verse itself has come down to us, in the Guide
it is put in the mouth of an imaginary tipsy sailor.
The most striking feature of the book is the one
hundred illustrations, many full-page, which are
sure to please everyone, for they are interesting and
well reproduced. The mechanical work also is good
and this is important, for the volume will be used,
and to advantage, by any one once opening it.
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